
rap concert, but city allowed it 


OAKLAND — Police Initially denied a 
permit for an Eiast Oakland rap concert 
this weekend, but the show went on with 
disastrous results after the city sanctioned 
the event, officials confirmed Monday. 

Now two investigations are under way 
to determine what went wrong and 
whether the permit should have been 
granted. 

Concert promoters fault Oakland po¬ 
lice, saying their patrol was ineffectual 
and, at times, antagonistic. 

Citing the promoter’s past histoiy of 
unruly concerts, Oakland police blame the 
city, saying the show’s permit should 
never have been granted. 


Others point the finger at slow security 
guards and poor planning. 

“Very little is known so far about what 
spurred this,** said Larry Carroll, Oak¬ 
land’s administrative hearing officer. 

Carroll on Monday defended his deci¬ 
sion to overrule the police department’s 
warnings and grant the permit. The size of 
the concert hall was adequate for the 
show, he said, and promoters agreed to 
pay for extra security. 

But something went awry. An estimated 
5,000 young people crammed into East- 
mont Mail’s parking lot and surrounding 
streets Saturday night as they waited to 
hear the popular rap group Dogg Pound. 
Having paid between $20 and $30 for 
their tickets, many were aggravated by a 


of delays. Security gi^ds pal¬ 
ed concertgoers, offending many, 
ethnical problems inside the hall de- 
[tt\e show’s start for more than an 

\icy were searching these people like 
theypiere going into a you know what 
^’* said Miguel Flores, events 
□r for the m^’s pavilion, where 
^cert was held. “There were less 
p,500 people inside and easily 3,000 
e. People just got dLsgusted.’’ 

110:30 p.m., l^lice were pushing 
npatient partiers, who retaliated by 
bottles and rocks. The pavilion’s 
.oors were bashed in, buses and au- 
Jes vandalized, and some motorists 
pd in their cars, police said. Several 


women reported having their clothing 
ripped off, while mall neighbors reported 
hearing screeching cars and gunshots as 
late as 3 a.m. Sunday. 

“It wasn’t a show anymore, it was a 
war zone,*’ said Charles E. Johnson III, 
known as “Chuck’’ on Soul Beat Televi¬ 
sion’s popular rap show. 

The concert went on, ending about 
1:45 a.m., but promoter E ugene C oclfc^ 
erham agreed that what police predicted 
wouTdluippen did happen. 

He and others, however, attribute the 
real problem to a larger issue: Underlying 
tension between police and toe young, 
mostly African-American crowds attracted 
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